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To Be Honest Or Not To Be 

  There were two mates, Hilton and Austin, who worked as woodcutters 

in the woods.  Hilton and Austin were chopping some trees one morning.  

Hilton was in the old broken hat and the ripped shirt.  Austin was in the 

gloves and a pair of broken shoes. 

  Hilton and Austin worked for the whole morning and Hilton started to 

feel tired.  So, by the time it was afternoon, Hilton said, ‘Austin, can I go 

home now?’ ‘If you want. But I’m not done yet.  I’ll be home as soon as I 

finish,’ replied Austin, as he kept chopping the trees.  While Austin was 

busy working, Hilton slowly walked home.  Suddenly, there was a strong 

wind.  It blew Hilton’s hat away. He chased after it.  Unfortunately, the 

hat flew into a tree hole and disappeared.  Hilton started to worry because 

it was his only hat.  However, he couldn’t get it back.  What could he do? 

  Then, out of nowhere, the Wizard of the tree, Ming, appeared. ‘What’s 

wrong? Can I help you? asked Ming. ‘I lost my only hat and now I don’t 

have any hats,’ answered Hilton.  Ming put his hand into the tree hole and 

pulled out an old hat and a new hat.  He held the two hats in front of Hilton 

and asked, ‘Which one is yours?’ ‘This is mine!’ said Hilton, pointing at the 

new hat. ‘Are you sure?’ asked Ming again. ‘Come on!  Just give it to me!’ 

shouted Hilton.  ‘Liar! This isn’t yours!  Yours have a crack on the ton!  

I will turn you into an ugly frog!’  Ming scolded Hilton angrily.  ‘No! 

Please don’t! I beg you…’ before Hilton could finish his words, he got 

turned into an ugly frog!  ‘You better promise not to lie again or you’ll go 

around looking like this,’ said Ming. Hilton did, and Ming turned him back 

to a person.  Hilton learned his lesson after all! 

 


